Rummy Won!
Can you believe it?  It’s true!  Rummy & I just returned from California where Rummy helped Husky Haven of Houston win $5,000 of Purina Pro Plan Dog Food.  Thank you for voting for Rummy and for getting others to vote for Rummy.  YOU are the reason we won.  We are still shocked, but we want to share this fabulous journey with you…..
Who?  What?  Where?  When?  Why?  How?  What am I talking about?  

I am talking about the Purina Pro Plan Rally To Rescue Contest.  Purina is trying to raise public awareness of rescue groups.  They started a Rally to Rescue RV tour 2 years ago and began touring the country with an RV, going to a variety of cities.  They set up tents,  invite Purina Ambassador rescue groups, as well as other rescue groups to join them, promote the event to the public in a heavily trafficked area and promote animal rescue.  This year was the first year Purina added a contest.  

Purina Ambassador Rescue groups were asked to submit a story about one of their rescue animals.  Husky Haven of Houston entered Rummy’s story.  10 finalists were chosen and the rescue group of each finalist received one year of Purina Pro Plan dog food or cat food FREE, plus a FREE 3 day, 2 night trip to California.  Midwest Airlines accommodated Purina by allowing each finalist to fly INSIDE THE CABIN, in the seat next to the rescue organization representative.  Do you know how huge that is?  There was a Saint Bernard in the contest.  There was a pit bull mix in the contest.  Now, do you know how huge that is?  

Each finalist and rescue organization representative stayed in a luxurious Beverly Hills hotel, the Sofitel, for 3 days and 2 nights.  The final event took place in Hollywood at the Hollywood and Highland Mall – where movie stars have their stars in the concrete, etc.  Emily Procter of CSI: Miami was at the final event to help promote rescue animals, as she has adopted rescue animals herself.  (I think she fell in love with Biscuit, one of the dog finalists).  Emily spoke with each rescue representative and loved on each finalist.  Rummy gave her several kisses – before and after he was announced the winner.  It was a genuine pleasure to meet her.  Each finalist responded positively toward her – and you know how animals judge a person’s character better than people do.  When they   announced Rummy as the winner and handed me this huge check representing the $5,000 of free Purina Pro Plan dog food – I was in shock.  I still am.  It is so surreal.  

When Husky Haven was first announced a finalist, we knew it was incredible.  But we had no idea the publicity – the FREE publicity - it would bring.  And what does that mean?  Husky Haven now has more volunteers, more foster homes, more dogs have been adopted and more local recognition.  This has been a phenomenal journey that will continue to bring recognition to Husky Haven for years, should Purina decide to continue the contest. 

It was unbelievable!  Here is Rummy in a luxurious Beverly Hills Hotel, the Sofitel, when only 2 years ago he was on the streets – starving , bald from mange, and blind!  What a true trash to treasure story.  And yes, Rummy has now been adopted by his foster mom – me.  So he is spoiled everyday, along with my 3 other spoiled dogs, one of whom is a foster.  Meeting other finalists and hearing about their rescues was another bonus of this contest.  As you all know, rescues volunteers work their butts off and Purina is doing this contest and traveling all over the nation in the Rally To Rescue RV promoting rescues just to say “Thank You” and to give all of us more exposure.  What a huge statement on Purina’s behalf.

That is where YOU come in.  Please – go to rallytorescue.org right now.  I encourage all of you to become Purina ambassadors so you can enter the contest next year, should Purina decide to continue the contest.  Apparently, there is new management and whether or not the contest continues is unknown right now.  But I would bet that if more people and more rescues expressed interest and wanted to be a part of this in the future, Purina will listen.  Purina, as well as the 4 or 5 other marketing companies, did an outstanding job and each one of them were special people and I was honored to meet them.  Please, become a Purina Ambassador today.

Thank you again for your votes and seriously – enter this contest next year.  This is a contest that rescues could make bigger if we all participate.  I hope!  And the publicity Husky Haven has received from Houston as well as all over the country is phenomenal and has only just begun.  Rummy is gorgeous and will be in commercials soon or have his own sitcom – I just know it!  Yes, I dream big.  Join me in this dream, won’t you?  

For those of you who would like to meet Rummy, please come by the Husky Haven booth at the 12th Annual Texas Home & Garden Show at the Reliant Center in Houston

Friday Oct. 26th: 2-8PM
Saturday, Oct. 27th: 10-8PM
Sunday, Oct. 28th: 11-6PM

If you are interested in volunteering to help us with the booth, we need you.  We need LOTS of volunteers because our booth is ALWAYS surrounded.  In addition, any and all donations are always welcomed.  Husky Haven has lots of stories similar to Rummy’s – unfortunately.  Several of which have aired on Animal Planet.  Come by and meet Rummy – he will be dressed up for Halloween and giving away FREE smooches!  
If you can’t make it to the Texas Home & Garden Show, please check the Husky Haven Calendar under “Fun Stuff” → “Events” and there are several other opportunities coming up where you can meet Husky Haven’s new celebrity!
Thank you all so much for your support. 

Sincerely,

Lisa Goebel

www.huskyhaven.org
